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What we really would 
like to see in 2018 


Building’ loss a ‘big blow’ 
to black heritage corridor 


Derek Gee/Buffalo News 


Buffalo Fire Department Ladder 13 sprays water on hot spots Wednesday as an excavator knocks down the 
remnants of a brick building on Sycamore Street during an emergency demolition after the overnight fire. 


Fire razes structure 
built before Civil War 


By MARK SOMMER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


ire on Wednesday de- 

stroyed a pre-Civil War 

building that was to be- 

come part of a new at- 
traction in the Michigan Street 
African American Heritage Cor- 
ridor. 

The two-story Federal-style 
brick building at 68 Sycamore 
St. was to have been restored as 
an African-American art gallery 
with artist work spaces. Devel- 
oper Rocco Termini, who bought 
the building in July, planned to 
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connect it to a three-story build- 
ing next door, which was not 
damaged by the fire. 

“Sycamore and Michigan is 
a part of the corridor, and this is 
a big blow,” said Karen Stanley 
Fleming, who chairs the Michi- 
gan Street African American 
Heritage Corridor Commission. 

“There are too many vacant 
parcels already along the corri- 
dor, so every building that goes 
down detracts from the ability to 
understand the early- and mid- 
20th-century greatness of the 
corridor in its biggest day,” she 
said. 

Fleming said Termini’s proj- 
ect would have been a great ad- 


See Fireon Page A7 


Trump administration opts for speed 
over accuracy to implement tax overhaul 


By DAMIAN PALETTA 


WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON - The Trump ad- 
ministration is pushing American 
businesses to withhold fewer taxes 
from paychecks by February, aiming 
to quickly deliver the boost in take- 
home pay that Republicans promised 
from the new tax law. 

But the rush could expose millions 
of workers to the risk of underpaying 
taxes to the government now, which 
means that they might owe more than 
they are expecting when they file taxes 
in April 2019. 

Business and taxpayers looking 
for clarity will be appealing to an IRS 


that, according to an internal watch- 
dog report Wednesday, is underfund- 
ed and ill-prepared to answer basic 
questions. The national taxpayer ad- 
vocate, an independent official within 
the IRS, told Congress that the agen- 
cy would need at least $4.95 million in 
2018 and 2019 to meet the new obliga- 
tions created by the tax overhaul that 
President Trump signed into law last 
month. 

Funding for the IRS has fallen by 
about 20 percent, accounting for infla- 
tion, since 2010. Before the law’s pas- 
sage, the IRS expected to be able to an- 
swer only 60 percent of the 100 million 


See IRS on Page A5 


Bloomberg News file photo 


Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin and the 
acting IRS commissioner are in forefront ofa 
rapid change in how Americans pay taxes. 


Continuing rise 
in opioid deaths 
spurs call for aid 


Schumer pushes for funds in Congress 
as county fatalities are up nearly 5% 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON 
BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - Opioid 
deaths continued to rise in 
Erie County last year, part of 
a nationwide trend that Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Charles E. 
Schumer hopes to stem by in- 
sisting on more federal fund- 
ing to combat the epidemic in 
a spending bill that must be fi- 
nalized by the end of next week. 

An estimated 316 people 
died of opioid overdoses in Erie 
County last year, the county 
Department of Health said 
Wednesday. That includes 193 
confirmed cases and 123 pend- 
ing cases, of which a small num- 
ber may be due to something 
other than an opioid overdose 
once tests are completed. 

The county reported 301 opi- 
oid deaths a year earlier, mean- 
ing that the number of deaths 
increased by nearly 5 percent 
in 2017. That contrasts to a 19.5 
percent increase in 2016 and 
a doubling of the opioid death 
rate the year before that. 

In light of last year’s small- 
er but continuing increase, 
Schumer said it’s imperative 
that the Trump administration 
agree to boost federal funding 
by billions of dollars a year. 

President Trump declared 
the opioid epidemic a national 
health emergency last Octo- 
ber, but Schumer said now’s the 
time for some dollars-and-cents 


Local opioid deaths 


For fourth year in a row, 
Erie County toll is higher 
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Figures for 2017 are not final. The total 
of 316 opioid deaths in 2017 includes 193 
confirmed cases and 123 pending cases, 
asmall number of which might not be 
deaths attributable to opioids. 


Source: 
Erie County Department of Health 


follow-up. 

“The president’s own com- 
mission said we need more 
money,” the New York Demo- 
crat said in a conference call 
with reporters. “We haven’t 
had the president come out and 
say he’s for this money. We hope 
he will. And we certainly hope, 
when we push for it in the bud- 
get, he doesn’t argue back.” 

Asked for a response to 


See Opioid on Page A7 


GETTING AHEAD 
OF A PROBLEM 
WITH FLOODING 


The fireboat Edward M. Cotter 
breaks ice Wednesday in the Buffalo 
River to avoid flooding problems. 
Story on Page B1 


Fantasy sports prove 
no cash cow for state 


Tax revenue falls 
below expectations 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - When New York 
legalized daily fantasy sports in 
2016, state officials boasted of 
the jobs and tax revenues that 
would be created. 

One legislative memo de- 
scribed “abundant” tax mon- 
ey that would flow into a state 
fund that helps pay for the 
state’s more than $25 billion 
education tab each year. 

Turns out, abundant was an 
exaggeration. 

Preliminary numbers show 
just $3 million in tax payments 
to Albany last year flowed from 
15 companies licensed to offer 
fantasy sports games in New 
York, industry officials said 


Adding it up 


Revenues from daily 


fantasy sports in 2017 


$ 2( ) n it HOI | 
Revenues to 15 companies that 
have licenses in New York State. 


63 mullion 
Approximate amount of state 
taxes paid on those revenues. 


Source: Fantasy Sports Trade 
Association, using data provided by 
NYS Gaming Commission for January 
to November 2017. 


Wednesday. The taxes come out 
of about $20 million in revenues 
to the companies through the 
first 11 months of last year. 

“T thought it would be high- 
er? Assemblyman Gary Pret- 
low, a Westchester County 


See Taxes on Page A7 
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WEATHER 


Cloudy with a little rain. High 
52, low 48. Details on Page B10. 
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